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heard the story of the race, it is true, but he also
heard countless myths, legends, folk stories and al-
legories. Fact and fiction became inextricably
mixed., and Prescott and others assumed that all was
true history. The errors, the exaggerations and the
purely fanciful features have been so long accepted
as facts that to-day it is next to impossible to sepa-
rate one from the other or to correct the long-estab-
lished errors.
Even the word Inca is misconstrued5 improperly
used and misapplied.    It is almost universally used
as a racial name, and people speak of the "Incas" as
they do of the Sioux, the British or the Germans. But
there Is not and never was such a race as the "Incas."
The word Inca merely signified a ruler or king, or
rather a particular dynasty, and it is just as erro-
neous to refer to the ancient or modern aborigines of
Peru and Its vicinity as Incas as it would be to call
the   British   "Kings"   or   the   Germans   "Kaisers."
But It is perfectly correct to  speak of the Incan
Empire,  the  Incan  civilization  or  the   Incan  con-
federation, just as It is correct to speak of the King-
dom of Great Britain, or the German Empire.   And
just as the British or the former German Empires
consisted of a number of states, races and cultures
confederated and dominated by a line of hereditary
kings,   so  the  Incan  Empire  consisted   of   a  vast
number of distinct races, tribes  and  cultures  con-
solidated and ruled by the regal Incas.    In fact, I
might carry the simile even further, for, like the royal
family of England and of many European countries,
the Incas were of a different race from their subjects.
Finally, although we are accustomed to refer to all